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* 


thoſe who habe been gutlty of the 4 


ſame Sins, imitate ber Re- 
pentance, and Improve that Time 
which the Mercy of God bas pro. 
longed to them, in conſidering 
what will conduce to the ad an. 
tage heir Immortal Souls. 
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19h on our Obhligatiom to Oqnſecr ae | 
"teat Life to Gods Glory, which 3 
we bold from bis Mercy, and the s 
Care we cupht to take, left we ; 
ſhould be A d into Sin. | | 
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2 The Penttent Ly. 

and in ſhort, for all thoſe Fa- 
yours which he has vouchſafed to 
me his poor Servant? 

Sha} it ſuffice, O my God, 
acknowledge thy Benefits? Win 
it be any recompence, ro employ 
the remainder of that time in thy 
{ervice, which. hitherto has been 
ſpent i in aft ironting thy Majeſty ? 
Or will the divorcing thoſe un- 
iawfol Pleaſures, to which I have 
been formerly wedded , ſatisfie 


thy juſtice, and blot out my 


Tr ranſ?; eillons? In fort, will 
ic be {uMcient to ſecure w. from 
Eternal Miſery , 
forward I will aſpire ther no- 
thing but Eternal Happineſs , 


che fruition of thy (elf, and thoſe 


raviſhing Pleaſures which are at 
thy Kigbt. band for emerniore © 


Grant that thy Rays may en- 


lighten my Reaſon, and that thy 
Grace may penetrate my Soul; 


he] 0 


that AEnce- 


The Penitent Lad). 2 


help me out of that deplorablc 
eſtate into which 1 am fallen, and 
inſpire me with Faith to pray 


_ unto thee ; and good God, ſuffer 


me not to fall into ſuch a Lethar- 
gy as may render me unmingaful 
of my Souls heal th, or ſleep the: 
ſleep of Eternal Death. 
Oh let me never forget that 
Areadſul hour, when thou cald'ft 
me co an account for my Sias; 


when 1 beheld Death ready to 
ſeize upon my Soul and carry it 


into Ever laſting Torments; and 
let thy lafinite Compaſſion be 
deeply engraven upon my Mee 
mory., which in the midſt of 
Tudament did remember Mercy , 


and reſcue me from chy fiery In- 


dignation. 

Oh that che Joy which Kills my 
Soul for the return of my Health 
may not juſtle out thy Grace, 
and Reconcilè me to the World; 
that thoſe vain Ideas of Sepſua) 
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1 he Penitent Ladj. 5 
Canaan. Seaſon alſo my Heart 
with thy Grace, that: Spirit and 
Principle of Actio on, which, ha- 
Ving/waſh'd us clean in the Ble ood 
Of aur Saviour, turniſhes us 
wich ſtrength to perſevere to 
| -the end in the u ay of his Com. 
|  *nandments. | 
For alas! what will become 
Of thoſe Vows which i made unto 
thec, When was ſurrounded 
with fear, and in danger of 
deu, my Soul : 1 lay, w hat will 
ecome of tuem, unlefs thou 
O Lord, cut of the abundance 
0 ho eee 'C Pleat 
| int chem on my mit hx tl nem 
in m > "thou Zhts. 55 That me 
„to conquer the Temptations of 
My viſible and invifible War 
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5 The Penitent Laay. 
that come unto thee with Faith, 
and with an bumble and contrite 
Heart; 1 acknowledge my ſelf 
to be a weak an miferable Crea 
ture, and rely wholly: upon thy 
Grare, the proper Medicine to 
heal and comfort me. Search my 
Eleart and try my Reins, und grant 
me that infallible Medicine which 
diſpels the moſt contagious fumes | 
of Sin; which will ſanctifſy my 
Soul, and preſerve it ſafe unto 
Everlaiting Life. 

But grant me alſo, O my God: 
that whilſt I beg theſe Bleſungs 
©! thee. 4 Lay be endow'd with 
ſuch a frame of mind, and. ſuch 
ſuitable qualifications, as encline 
thee to lay, Amen, to my Peti- 
mofte | 0 . 
Prepare your ſelves, O my 
Body, my Spirit. aud my Son ul, 
2p the aſſiſtance of God's Grace. 
10 Appear betore your Mai ter 
and Jour God; co the end thay 
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The Penitent Lady. 


he may adminiſter that Divine 1 
Medicine which will purify and 
make you clean. 9 

For how dare 1 approach the vu 


Holy of Holies, without Prepara- 
615-4 and intrude my ſelf 2 mot 
miſerable Singer into the pre- 
— ot my God? 

Therefore, O Lord, make me 
ſenſible of my want and miſery, 
anch of thy Majeſty and Love, be- 
fore l come to this Heavenly „Ban- 
quet, where 7 ſhall eat and drink : ; % 
either my 4 Eternal Health, or Ever 1% 
4. {tt N Danmation. 
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The Penitent L.adj. 9. 


How I may lodge thee in the 
Temple of my Breaſt, from 


whence, with difficulty, | have 
uſt now chas'd thy moſt invets- 


rare Enemies. ; 

In mort, the Way for a No- 
rorious Sinner , Who 1s without 
Repentance and without Love, 
to be made Partaker of that 
Chrift who was crucilied for him, 


is, to defer coming to the Table 


ot the Lord, until he is duly 
pr. pangd. leſt he commit the 
moſt! Anous Sacriled ge. Inſpire 
me then with ſuch a hatred of 
Sin, as mMay.confrm my zeſola- 
tions to abſtain from every ching 


that diſpleaſeth thee, and with 
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Inſpire me oy thy Grace, with, 


the ſelf-lame diſp OLE ons with 
which 
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10 The Penitent Laa. 
which the poor Canaanite pra- 
ſtrated ber ſelf at thy feet. 
Look upon me, O Lord, whi 'ſt 
1 approach unto thee, as thou 
didſt on that humble ſtranger. [ 
would fay as a poor Dog, who 
is ſufficiently happy, when per- 
mitted to lick up the Crumbs 
which fall from the Table where | 
thou feaſteſt thine Elect, i 0 
Look with Compaſſion upon a | 
poor Sinner, rormented with the 
flames of an vnlawfal Paſſion, who 
lixe the Samaritan Woman begs | 
one drop of living Mater to qu ench | 
the fervor of her Soul and thirft | 
after Sin. | 
But above all, incline me to 
Imite e Mary MAandalen; with | 
thi holy Penitent, Jet ms waſh | 
thy Fret with my Tears, and by | 
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The Penitent Lady. 1 
Deal with me as thou didt 
| vith theſe three Holy Women, 
ET whom hon halt made the living 

Wicneſſes of thy Mercy; that by 
|  rheſe Examples I may he taught 
] what cruſt vught to be put in thy 
{ Goodneſs, Fir me, O Lord, for 
| the approaching thy Table, "and 
| participating of thy Divine My» 
ſ ſteries. Give me a lively, hum- 
ble and conſtant Faith, whicis will 
| produce an Univerſal Obedience 
ö to thy Law, the ſolid foundation 
of my Eternal Welfare, 
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The Ponitent Lach. 
REFLECT, IV. 


Concerning the Conft aney and Sta- 
bilr'y of the "atth, neceſſary te 


mt tnitent Sous, 


4 


Ae me therefore, Q Lord. 


animate all my Actions, and not- 
withſtanding my weakneſs, nOY- 
riſn thy Love and thy Grace in 
my Soul. A ſtedfaſt Faith, vehere- 
by 

EO Word and ge the 
World allures me with its temp- 
ations put me in mind, 11 1⁰ 
man (an ſerve wo Maſters. 

A humble Faith whereby I may 


aticern that my conformity to 


this World is the greateſt impe- 
diment £© my being made like 
unto o jelus Chriſt. 
In fine, an enitghtned Faith 
Which may reader che Grandeur 


2 


I bo lively a Faith, as will 


| may bncerely be lieve thy 


The Penitent Laily, 13 
of this World contemptibie to 
me, and demonſt rate that the 
faſtnon of this World paſſes . 
way, and that there is nothit 
ſolid and talligg, but Gd alone. 
For alas my beſt defires are 
fizetiog and uacanſtant, ile tue 


fowers of the field, which" to A 


are, ani io morrow are cut dumm 
and wither, 

O Lord, who art delighted in 

acts of Mercy, and who alone 
canſt change the heart, turn my 
inconſtancy into a ſteady reſolu- 
Lion of- ſerving thee; and my ir- 
regular paſſions into an earneſt 
der ſuit of thy love. 

Let it not ſuffice me, that I am 
Higvited with workiy things, 
or perhaps eſtranged from them; 
this may proceed from a ſpirit 


of pride, or be the effort of m 


£2 Reaſon, But direct my ways and 
pu rifle my thoughts, hat at the 


fame time 1 am conviac'd of the 


vanity 
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14 The Penitent Lady. 


vanity and empiinets of earthly 
things, | may be alto aſſiſted with 
thy grace to return unto thee ; 
that my Heart being cleans'd, in- 
Keaxd of thoſe Legions of Vani- 
ties, which have formerly ,poſ< 
fefsd it, ir may he conſecrated a 
#iviy Temie, and dedicated to 
the Service of my God. 

Preſerve me from the ſweet 
Poyſon of the Pleaſures of this 
World,that Snn-ſhine of Fortune, 
which ſooner dii-robes us of our 
Innocence, than the moſt ſevere * 


blaſts of Adverſity. Let me look 


up unto no other God or Provi- 
dience than thine alone. 

Correct me, O Lord, but with 
the chaftimement of a Son, which 
in the midſt of rhe moſt glitter - 
ing proſperity afflicts- and huin- 


bles us, brings our hearts home 


unto thee. and convinces us thet 
we are but Men; that is to ſay, 


weak and feeble creatures, blinded 
by 


The Penitent Lady. 15 
by our paſſions, and ſubject co all 
ſorts of miſety. 

Take away from me that inor- 
dinate love of my felt, and chat 
original corrupt ion, m whence 
ſprings all my Miſery? tis trom 
chis that inſtead of ferving thee 
in Spirit and in Truih, inſtead 
of making thy Glory the end of 
all my thoughts, words and Acti- 
ons, | periue atrer nothing, but 
the gratification of my irregular 
Luſts. | | 
Let me never be ſo raſh and ſo 
ungiateful unto thee, O my God, 
as to tancy my felt the Authoreſs 
of thoſe Reflectious, - which 1 
dee make, when | re- 
tire my leif from the barry of 
this world, wherein an unquen- 
_chgable appetite rorments the 
moſt happy perions, and 1 enders 

them miſerable ſlaves, even by the. 
accompliſnment of their moſt. 
earneſt deſires. 

RE- 
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REFLECT. v. 


The 1 'of a penitent Soul, 
fer ful of bein decrees? A by wy 
Appearance of a Falſe Conve 
fron. 


LS, 


782 t am 1, my Lord and 
" Y. my Cod What am hut 
2 ond Atome, à poo „blind 
creature ho continual y goes 
ſtray when thou withhold : rhe 
Rays ot thy Grace. I deſerve to 
be annimlated, if at any tine I 
Mouid attempt the converſion of 
my ſelf, by m- Own power, With 
out the aſtiFance of hy Grace, 
Mortifie in my Soul all vain 
glory, every thing „ That Com PLS 


- 


me to too gand an Opinio, f my 


I at ebjefly that trothineſs 


C3 


of cher winch ſerves on co 
$ 


divert me from Ca Ways 40 Ge. | 
Prive e me of the benefit of m. af- 
fictions 


The Penirent Lady. 17 


kiftions, and the tweet comfort 
of thy Holy Spirit. 

Give: me humility and diſtruſt 
of my own teaſon; let me thirſk 
atter doing + 2004 more, and car. 
nal know] ledge leſs; leſt valuing 
it. more than thy Grace, I loſe 

my ſelf; 5 inſtead of becom - 
ing a good Chriſtian, become a 
biſoſopher; better *acquainred 
with the Maxinms of Ariſtotle and 
Dejcartes, than rhe knowledge of, 

the Cro ſs. 
O how. vain and de ceitful are 
10 Thoughts ot Man, unleſs 
Jvern'd by that i, 1om which 
rom above; by that Wiſ⸗ 
om which: is Fooliſhneſs to the 
W orid, becauſe it is unacqvaint- 
ed with it; by that Wiſdom 
ie n God bas concealed rom 
e procl, and. diſcovered ta the 
bk oa by that, W dom which 
 lavghs at Hyman, ſubtilty zend 
acts only according to —— 
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18 The Penitent Laa). 
of Teſiss Chriſt; In ſhort, by 
that Wiſdom which Is produced 
the Fear of Tod, and Which 
is the be ginning aud the end 
of all true Wiſdom. 7 
Permit me not, O my God, to | 
flatter my ſelf, that I hate al vn, | 
becauſe l am perhaps reſtrained 
from Luxury and paſſion: Let 
me not flatter my felt, that { 
am taken off from loving the 
Creature, becauſe my diverſions 
are innocent. 
Let me not flatter my ſelf, that 
i have mortified my paſſions , for 
i find them revive with more 
trength then ever, and encline 
me to ſelf love; "which is the 
more dangerous, becauſe by ju- 
ſtifying theſe irregular morions, 
it renders me deaf to the Dictates 
of my reafon, and the holy in- 
ſpirat ions of thy grace. 
Let me not fancy my felf to he 
wirhom pride, ambition, ef- 
love 
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love, becauſe I deſpiſe the World 
and {corn to ewe thoſe Honours 
Fortune has ſtripp'd me of, to 
3ay thing elſe but my own deſerts, 

Let me not ſo much deceive my 
ſelf, as to think 1 am throughly 
converted, when indeed I have 
only chang'd the fins of ſenſe, 
for thoſe of the mind : A pro- 
phane, proud, and ſenſual Lite, 
in Which 1 was always tormented 
by reflecting on my Crimes and 
the remorſe of my Conſcience ; 


for a Lite in which my whole en- 


deavour is to gratity  Felf- love,and 
nog the Plealures of the W orld: 
and in the mean while, Joſe my 
precious time, forget my God, 
Hazard the Salvation of my Soul, 


! obtain nothing but the Mora 


lity of a Heathen, which alone will 
not fave me at the day ot Jud 
ment. O ſtate, truly dep'c: "tle, 
and the more o, becauſe l am 
not ſenſible of my condition, but 
4 reſt 
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3 ſatisfied without endeavour - 
ng after any other Repe exitunge 
ws Converuc MJ. 


Upon the Ot poſation of 2 Woridly 
ſuffering Life of A 


r Each me, O Lord, that this 
ſort of life is not the life 
of a Chriſtian, and that the end 
of Chriſts Death and Incarna- 
tion was not to inſtate us in fo 
delicate and effeminate a lite, 28 
might gratifie ſenſe and indulge 
the: fleſt ; and that all Moral Ver- 
Cues are but dead Works, unleſs 
enlivened by the Merits and Ver- 
tue of Jeſus Chriſt. 
That agle!s the Inclinations of 
our Hearts are changed, it will 


nothing avail a Sinner to reform. 
his 
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his outward Converſation , to 
hate the World without love to 


God, to do works of Juſtice, 


without ſincere Repentance ; 


7 


and, as the Royal Pfalmiſt has it, 


to ceaſe From evil without doing 


£004, 


Att Ge! time, 0 Lord, that 
thou deſtroyeſt my ſiuful Habits, 
ant in my Soul ſuch Graces, 
as may be fruitful to Good 
Works. Grant that by a, lively 


Faith 1 may meditate on the My- 


ſteries of thy Life and Faſhon ; 
Ti hat my Soul may be deeply af 
fected with them, and that it may 
be my great eſt pleaſure to medi- 


tate on thoſe Sufferings whien 
thou didſt willing I under go fot 


my ſake. 
That contemplating the Di- 
vine Infant lying on the Straw, 


ind in a Manger, che Treaſures 
of He oven vailed in the Poverty 


of the Earth, | may contemn-all 
1 thoſe 


* . . 
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22 The Pentent Laa. 
thoſe Riches which endure but 
#G6r a moment, and .endeavour 
to obtain thoſe incorruptible 
rreainres, Which Moth and Fuſt 
do not corrupt, which will never fly 


Ay. 

That the conſideration of that 
private Life in which thou wall 
pleaſed to diſguiſe thy ſelf from 
che eyes of the World, play create 
in me a deſire to be forgot ten by 
it; chat 1 may retire and em} ploy 

y (elf. only in the great buſi ine fs 
of my Salvation. 

That the receiving of t thy boly 
Body and Precious Blood, thoſe 
Sacred Pledges of thy Love, vhic h 
thou waſt pleasꝰd to leave vs, 
when thou gaveſt thy Life for our 
offences; may produce in me a 
holy horrour at the confideration 
of the cauſe of thy Death, and a 
deteſtation of all Sin. 

That I mar rejoyce and be ex- 
.ceeCing, glad When 1 fhail be 
diſg rac'd 
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diſgracd and centemned, remem- 


bring my Saviour's humility Who 
was ſet at neught by Herod and 
the Court, where he never ap- 
pear'd but once , and then on pur- 
poſe to be deſpiſed, 

That thoſe Scourges which rent 
thy Sacred Body, thoſe Thoras 
which pierced thy Precious Head, 
may penetrate my callous heart: 
Render me dr uly penite 2. and 
WI ling, for the love of thee, to 
undergo all thoſe Ae of Mor. 
fiat ion and Self-denial, which 

re requiſite for the ſubduing of, 
our Luſts. 

In fine, that the conſideration 
of thy jgnominious Death on the 
Croſs, on which chou perfectedſt 
the Work of my Salvation in 
Grief and Miſery, may be my 
only hope, | 
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24 The Penitent Lacy. 


REFLECT. VI. 


What the Hope of a Penitent Sou} 
out to be. 


His i e ſecond Favour 
1 ot chee tor the Me- 
rits of that precious Blood which 
trickled from thy Sacred Wounds, 
and which thou didſt offer to thy 
Eternal Father for the price of 
my Redemption 

That thou w onl:1(t be pleas*d 
to give me a true hope in thy 
Mercies: I lay, Lord, a true 
hope, becauſe there is "nothing 


more common, than to abuſe thy 


Mercy, by making it an 1 
ragement to Sin more ſecure! Ys 
than for Sinners to hope in thy 
goodnefs, without ſo much as en- 
Jeavouring to repent ; and to go 
on in their ſins with confidence 
of i impunity , tho? hereby they 
"2:2 
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dangerous condition ot my Soul 
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Now whillt thy Thunder has 
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Now vt iſt am ſenſible of 
4 3 SF 1 
the wickedneſs of my Life, the 
r 


22 * 


and am convinced that there 1 
2 Heaven, a E ell, and an Eter- 

| Now wliilſt Lam He ſible that 
noſe things which hitherto in- 
chanted me, were but lying Va- 
nities, whit I am inflamed more 


_ ever with an ardent deſire 


of being ſincerely converted un- 
to thee, Teach me, O Lord, that” 
as thou art a God full of Mercy 
an Compaſſion to thoſe Sinners 
who hope in thy Mercy, and re- 
turn unto thee With "all their 
cart :: So thou art a terrible God 
0.4 to 
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to thoſe who preſume on it, on! V 
that they may multiply their ot- 
_— and akter having taited 
ſweer comforts of the Holy 
Spirit, {corn and neglect it, For 
it is not, Lord, of thoſe miſera- 
we wretches, "that thou ſayeſt, 
to 150 {2 that knock it ſhall be o- 
pen g. 
Is it not of theſe Miſcreants of 
whom thou haſt pronounc'd, that 
thou wil: witharam the 8 of thy 
Mercy. | 
Is it not againſt theſe impious 
per ſons thou haſt threatned, that 
thou wilt mock at toerr Calamity ; 


> 


and that inſtead oi fading at 
their laſt hour the compaſſion 
of a tender Father, they ſhall 
experience the ſaſtice and Ven- 


3 e SOT iS." 
gcence of an angry God? 
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REFLECT. VIII. 


it bat Effect a true Repent an- 
ought to have upon her Convere 
fatiom, and what kind of Guide 
the ought tg 1 after for the 
conduit} of her oui. 


Fj Flat I may avoid all the ft 
teries of Self. love, by which 
e Devil rakes dceaſſon to rob 
me of thy Grace; Grant, O my 
God, that inſtead of ſearching 
O my corruption {or Palliating 
Remedies to skin over my Sores, 
'} may place my ſelf at the Tri- 
bonal of thy Juſtice, and there ap- 
iy thoſe Cauſticks which are ne- 
ceſlary to conſume the Gangrene 
and Rottenneſs of my Soul. 

That is to ſay, Lord, permit 
me not to be deceived, or rather 
iet me not take pleaſure in de- 
ceiving my ſelf ; in tancying that 
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1 ſhall make amends for ſuch 2 
Heacheniſh Life as mine has been, 
ch criminal and ſcandalous Paſ- 
ons, whillt 1 continue in the 
lame fnfol Habits, the ſame 
Temptations, the tame Pleaſures, 
and perti2ps 5 che ſame Crimes. 
TOO, 

Let me not add this 8 to the 
heap of my Sins; co wit, the diſ- 
belief or thy Goſpel, the inter- 
preting it according to my fancy, 
or adapting it to countenance ray 
Enormities, 

Ah Lord! how do I diſhonovur 
thee by my works, Whilſt J praiſe 
thee with my Tongy & > Whilſt ! 
boaſt that I am a Chriſtian, I ac: 
contrary to thy holy Law, * e 
very day renounce thoſe Vows | 
made unto thee in my Baptiſm. 

Ah Lord! who puniſhelt my 
ingratitude, by offering me to 
fall from one Precipice to ano- 
cher, from a neglect of thy 

Grace, 


a 9 »* 


— — 
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Grace, to errour and hardneſs 
of heart. Permit me not to pitch 
„pon a Mountebank, inſtead of 
an able Phyſician, who can apply 
zroper Remedie s to the invete- 
rate Maladies of my Soul; I would 
ſay, Lord, let me find a Learned, 
PI adent, and Pious Guide, Who 
can inform my ſrdgment, and 
underſtands when Lo Abſolve me; 
and not a blind or a deceitful 
Gnide, who corrupts thy Holy 
Word, bends Nie Rate ro my 
juſts, rather than conforms me to 
it, and endeavours more to pleaſe 
than to fave me; who, by a too 
peedy adgiviſtratio on of ablo- 
lation, lulls mie into a falle peace, 


becomes the partner of my Sia, 


4 


the cauſe 01 my Da mnatio n, and 


an laſt rument of the Devil, rather 
than the Servant ot jeius Chriſt, 
ror, O Lord, in that day, when 
all che ſecrets of our r hearts, and 


[ 
all the evalions of ſeif-Jove ſhall 
| be 


"4 3 


The Pemtent Laa). 
be laid open; thou wilt not then 
judge me by the Maxims of my 
n Guide, but by thy holy 
Goſpel, and that lige which 
thou haſt given me, which 1 have 
fo often rejected, not willi! ng to 
have the darkneſs of my mind 
diſpell'd by it. | 
Thou wilt judge me by thoie 
Truths, wiuch notwitt Randing 
my corruptioas have pierced to 
the bottom of my Soul, by that 
remorſe which thou didſt it mi; 151e 
with my moſt criminal pleaſures, 
thereby to æecall my heat but 
alas ; always ſtifled the: chat! { 
mig! ot the more treely = adon 
my felf to my palkons ; thoſe 
iying Panities 
And laſtly, © my God, tis by 
the Book of my Own. e \ſcience, 
and ot that of ay ghoſtly 
Guide, by which tho u (my s Save- 
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The Penitent Lady. 31 
thou wilt pronounce my Eternal 
Doom. 


—B IE” * — 


REFLECTA 


She pY ays f hat God of hes Ater Cy 
would be pleas'd to direct her von- 
tinually in the fipaight Way which 
leads unto him; and not permit 
her to featter her felf, that ſhe 
has repented, when ſhe is running 

on on in the broad wan. 


H, Lord, ſince I have no 
way left ro appeaſe: ny 
jadge, and to avoid the Sentence 
Death, but to mdge my fel. 
Grant. that 1 may examin my 
ſelf before the Tribunal of thy 
Inſtice. Grant that | by a ſincere 


Ro pentance and a hearty ſorrow 


for my Sins, I may appeaſe 1 ty 
Vengeance; and ſuffer me not 
jo to deceive my felt in my 


32 The Penitent Lad). 
Repentance, and thereby oblige 
thee to judge me a ſecond time, 
and puniſn me in the day of thy 


nery ";ndignation. 


O Lord, inflame my heart WII 
hat ſpark: of thy Grace, which re- 


hat 


a in my Soul; and W W 


ſometimes makes it lich within it 
ſelf; change my 1 indo 
Bitte rnels gh Proſperity into 
Afliction, that I may et erchy be 

4 
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9 
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 alinr'd theu vaſt change by Ro ha- 
tred into love; and that 1 17 
KOT find in my wy 3 8 
Tranquility more fatal than the 
moſt miſerable conditio can be. 
For wm can.be more fatal to 
us, t han to be decery'd in our Con- 
yerion, 5 in thoſe Maxims 01 


. 


| miſtaken Morality , which ruin 
1 morc than open Debaucher y. 

4 | For what more dangerous Nc - 
ls neſs can there be, than that WI 


7 


makes us refuſe all Remedies? In 


| fine, what more pernicions conrie, 
| bs 4 
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| The P enitent Laay, 33 b 
than a Reformation in appearanſde 
71. only; which entices ùs our of che 
| itraight Way of Eternal Life, in- 

to the broad Road of Sin? Lord, 
once again, I beſeech thee, ebaſten 
| me not in thy diſpleaſure, as thou 
f doſt thoſe Reprobates, Whom 
thou puniſheſt with Proſperity, , 
| . becanſe they would not partaxe 
If thy holy Sufferings. 5 
8 Remember, O my God, that ! 
| am but duſt and aſhes, a fitter ob- 
| jet of thy compaſhon, than chy 
1 Ho 

Have mercy upon me.; O Lord, 
have mercy upon me; let thy 
| rgercy be proportionate to the 
i inouſueſs of my offences, and thy 
b infinite Loving-kindneſs, which 
| has no other object, no other 
| bounds, but thy mercy alone: In 
Ane, give me a Pardon which may 
| blot out all my offences, and ren- 
der me worthy of the mercy of 
| my God, 
1 R E- 
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REELEUT. X. 


Mot ives © * Truſt in Cod, and Di- 
ſtruſt of our {elves, Jeſus Chris 
alone can confirms our Faith 1 
 Prengtben « our Hope. 


Orrect me, O Lord. but i 
Mercy ; conſidering ay 
trailty and the byas of my cor- 
rept Nature, which inclines me 
unto Sin, and Rivets my Af. 
fections to the things of this 
World. 

Have compaſſion on my indi- 
gence and inconſtancy, which di- 
vert me from any thing that? ie 

good, and maugre the High it of 
Faith, render all my good Works 
abortive, O God, who loveſt 
us more than we can love our 
felves, and who out of thy inf 
nite goodneſs, haſt reſcued me 
from a falſe hope , by wh . g 


ſhoul 


2 
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The Penitent Lady. © 55 
nod have been flattered into 
'\nalt impenitence, and thus haſt 
ſav'd me contrary LO My OWN in- 
clinationz Give me a ſolid hope 


in thy Divine Merits, let me con- 


ider. them as the only Object of 
my Truſt, and principally when 
the Devil. rempts. me to diſpair; 
and employs all his e oy by 

ne in! erpoſition of my Sins and 
trail dien to eclipſe the contem- 
Plation thy Merits. f 

In this ph of my Aﬀiction 
and diſtreſs (O my God) hx my 
es upon my bleſſed Saviour, 
dying on the Croſs for my Sins, 8. 


and miſerably torn. by thoſe 


farrows which the Seuu'ges made 
un his back, Let me conſider, 
that thou didſt endure all this to 
obtain pardon for my Sins, and 
do encourage me to the taking 
up of thy Crois, upon which 
depends all my hopes of Salva- 
Lon, Let me contemplate in 


1 Hy 
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thy Sacred Wounds, the right ! 
a notorious Singer nn 2. to hope 
in thy when: Let the h. ope of 
a Bleſſed Eternity, bad Lhe im- 
ee of thy Promiſes, — K 
off my Meditations from the vai 
and fieering Enjoyments ot "this 
World, which hinder my Sou! 
from afviring after E ter nal Feli- 
city. ä | 

For thou knoweſt, O Lord, 
how little ts bility there is in mM? 
belt Deſires, and how ſpec: ils 
the © clo. of thy Grace on 
my heart are defac'd by the vain 
Idea $ "af worldly Pi eat ure, 

How the hopes of forne trifle, 


ſome vain Ivit puffs up my Son; 
Hi | 7 3 13888 
how the Honours and Applauſe 


5 ; 70 . 
In fine, Lord, thou knoweſt 
[ Ne ha * bn — 114147 1 , 
much better than 1 I TILA how 
21114 2 receive any im- 
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preſſion of evil, how averſe to 
any thing which is good, and how 

unſtable in the ways of thy Com- 
mandments. 

This is the reaſon, O Lord, 
that 1 put no confidence in my 
ſelf ; that my heart converts, it 


ſelf to thee in all its wants, and 


in the day of Adverſity. To thee, 


© Lord, who enlighteneſt the 


darkeſt receſſes of my mind, who 
po ſſeſſeſt me with patience under 


the ſeyereſt Afflictions, and art. 
the Anchor of my Soul. 


Here is, Lord, my Merit, my 
Riches, and my. Refuge, when 
the conſideration of my Wicked 
Life terrifies me. 

Here is, Lord, my comfort in 
this vale of Tears and Spiritual. 
Warfare , wherein my Soul is 
made the Scene of all ſorts of 
Paſſions. 

In fine, This makes me hope 


nore chan fear; and rely on thy 
N Mercies, 


EF _— n 5 oy CEN * 
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Mercies 
Jultice. 
Ah, Lord, ſince 1 know by ex- 
Perience , that thou art à ſure 
Help to thoſe that truſt in thee , 


„rather than dread thy 


Teach me to rely upon thee in 


my greateſt Extremities, to re- 


joyce in thy Chaſtiſements, and 


to look upon them as m ar Ks of 
iy favour; Aſſiſt me patiently 
o undergo them, and aſſure er 
that thou . wilt lay upor: me nc 
more than / am able io bear * 


7 


wilt take thy Rod from me, when 


it inal} de convenient tor the 


health of my Soul. 

Ler me be folly aſſür'd that 
thy Grace will in thy good 
time remove all Obſtacles which 
obſtruct my Salvation ; that. my 
Suffering, and the malice of my 
Enemies will have an end, but 
that thy Merctes. endure for ever 
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Ly 
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fight here on Earth, 1 hal Vere ae 
A 


* 


The Penicent Lady, 39 


a Crown of glory in Heaven : for 


thou makeſt the Rays of thy 


Grace to ſhine upon the juſt and 


the unjuſt, which at the fame - 


time melt down the humble Soul 
into a ſincere Repentance, and 


harden the habitual and obdu- 


rate Sinner; to the end that 
the one ſhould not be tempted 
to Preſume, or the other to 
Diſpair, but all remain in a 
continual de endence upon thy 
Grace. 

Let me not then, O my Got, 
de in the number of thoſe, who 
W 1 il Be aſtoniſhed and confounded 
at the Great Dl: becauie wick 
have N thy Grace; for 
caſt my ſelf wholly upon he 


Mercy , which is infinite, and 
Knows no bounds, without any 
reſerve or confidence in my own 
merits, 3 

But, O Lord, becauſe Faith 


and H ope and all other Vertucs 
Will 


4 
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will avail me nothing, without 
Charity ; becauſe, "tho? 1 could 
remove Mountains, and work all 
ſorts of Miracles, yet my works 


would be dead and fin ful, unleſs 


ſeaſon'd by thy Love. 
Give me therefore in the chird 
place, that Charity which is the 


Crown of all other Vertues, and 


che Soul of our Good Works, 1 
. ay, Lord, Give me a fer- 

ent and a faithfi 1 Love 0 ther 
whereby I tball caltly . Overcome 
a ſeeming impoſſibilities, and ſa- 
tisfie the thirſt of my panting 
Soul,” after a ſincere Converſion 
vnto thee. 
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BY REFLECT. XI. 


1 obe Prays to God for a New Heard 
inſlam d 4 with. kin Love, 


Or 2 ron of that Mi- 
raculous Work (which we 


ol Operation of thy Grace 
Create n me, O my God, a New 
F, TJeart an humble, yet a re fol te, 
[ready and coura agious heart, e- 

ſtranged from the World wo. its 
Van es; and in ſhort , a true 

Chriſtian heart; which Will Lrank- 
port me with i thy Love, when I 
am oblig'd t l my Life and 
Fortunes for the C Confeſſion of thy 
Name, and re 8 me Obedient 
| to the Fooliſhueſs of the Croſs, in 
the midſt of a crooked and per- 
verſe Generation, amongſt whom 

it is eſteem's a ſcandal to be Re- 
ligious. 
A 


5 


— 
e 


. 
n 
—— — — 


— * * 


* OP Ons wh ag 
— — Z 


Means —üä—ͤ— — x 4 
2 4 
_ 


4 _ * Wir 2 N N 2 5 s 
my 1 N "rs «+ 
8 3 2 SY * 


# FO 3 % a 
n 0 
eee 

IS ES 2 2 4 


» EI {LY © — 
1 r n N 2 of 
* nn 1 N 2 - "$5 
9 . n r tw eg LY 
6 by 7 4 +7 — A * 
3 M- 


E —_ 


— 


ay well eſteem the moſt won- 


FFF 


N * 10 


b 


% bl 

1 Py : 

* 1 
HA , 
„ 4 
7 14 
239 S. 
i 
1 


n 
wth = 0 22 
* 
— 
— 


1 7 


« 
_.- 


—— 


91 


7 p 
5 J 
* 
58 
3 
* 
: * 
v 
* 
7 
; 
© 
d2* Ec 
EY 
"52> 
ICE : 
Xx By 
' £30 4 
"= G 
* q 
Wu | 
> 
* 
* 
# 3 
> 
* 
AJ 
, 4 - 
- 
4 


. ——— eve 


41 2 a 
. eee 
- "3" : 


12 The Penitent Lad). 


A heart which will love thec 
in the midſt of the ſevereſt 
Tryals, reſiſting _— Conc upt- 


ſceuce of the Fleſh, mortirying 


its corrupt Appet ites, and irre- 
gular Deſires. _ 

A heart Which will love thee, 
when 1 am call'd upon to evi- 
dence that Love, by loving my 
Enemies, and returning them 
Good for Emil, a 

A heart which for the loye of 
Cee, will deny it ſelf when there 
iS any competition between che 
Creature, and the Creator; which 
will {lence all the im portunities 
of Nature, that it may POO 
more obedient to the voice of f thy 
Brace. 

A heart which will love thse, 
when it muſt ſuffer for it; and 
will be content I ſhovid ſæcrigce 
my Reputation and honour to thy 
Glory, i in imitation of thy humble 

Life and opprobr ious Death upon 
the Groſs, | A 
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A heart which for the love of 
thee, will relinquiſh the favour 
of the Court, prefer thy Service 
betore the Splendour of my Fa- 
mily, or whatſoever is moſt dea 
to me; demonſtrating hereby, 
chat my love to thee, ſur paſſes that 
of the World. 

Laſtly, Grant, O my God a 
chat 1 may love thee, not only fo 
chy benefits, when chou bleſſeſt 
me with Proſperity, and the a- 
vundance of good things in this 
World; but alſo when I 2m in 
{ 7. grace, Poverty, or any other 
fiction Learn me then to 
bal to the diſpenſations of 
thy Providence, and become 
more conform oble to t thy Divine 
Will. 

For, O Lord, what teſtimo- 


nies can 1 give thee of my Love, 


which will in the leaſt anſwer 
oy Love to me; nay, which 
Ire not inſinicely ſurpaſ; d by 
D .-- them 
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the prefervation of mine; and 
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44 The Penitent Laay. 
thoſe favours thou haſt been 
Pleaſed to confer vpon me. 


REFLECT. XII. 


If the Soul finds any bing in this 
World to ſetile its Af) 22 p- : 
on : Flow much the more earne[t- 
ly ought it to fix them upon God 
after its Con verſion. 


Et me not, O my God, have 
leſs Zeal, 1 and Fi- 
delity towards thee, than 1 ſhould 
gave towards a Friend, oh nac 
offer d to lay down his life for 
to 
this ſuperlative teſtimony of dis 
love, did continnally add 2 chou- 
ſand other benefits. 

Since thou haſt been. pieas:d to 
humble thy ſelf, O my God, by 
making me offers ot thy Grace 
and Favour, and loading me 

with 
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with thy Benefits; let me not 
forget hes doubt of = Mer- 
Cy, or wilfully ſhot my eyes, and 
neglet to pay t thee ch — ac- 
knowle edgments of thy love and 
bounty, Which in ſtrict Juſtice is 
but my reaſonable ſervice. | 
For is it juſt, that I who pre 
tend to act upon Principles of 
Generoſity, Who boaſt of my 
0 od Nature, Af ection, Inte- 
ity and C >ratiruds tc wards my 
Fr riend: ;, ſhould be defective only 
in my Du ty tow args God: Living 
V1 :thout F Faith, without Love „ OC 


— 


5 
fo muet: as the Acknowledgment 
Of his Benefits. 1 j oft. that 
Ca poor wilere ble Creature 
ho owe all that 1 haye unto my 
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Slorlous Creator } mould ofres 
vp to him only faint acknows- 
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Fl 46 i be Penuiteni Lay. 
induſtrious to gratify my ldol- 
= naflions, who never forpot any 
5 hing which might conduce to 
"* their fatisfaction, ſhould complain 
mo ot the difficulty and im poſſibility 
F of p lacing, | them upon their due | 
and devoting, my heart to 


_ 


To 


* 


=> the 1 of thee ? 
. Laſtly, Is it poſlible, that the 


1 Soul which thou didſt create to 
os he the Temple of thy Divine 

[i Love, ſhould not be perſwaded 

IWF * 


5 to return unto thee the center 

happineſs, after it has 
red at rhouſand and a thon- 
1 and times from the way of t 
13 | | Command! nents, alth 4 P thou aT 8 


pleas'd FO Pr. e pare its Pat the „and : 


draw it to thy ſelf with the | 
b cords of thy G race ? No, Lord, 


„ a 1 
n. fo 


this is not reaſonable: And there | 


. 
N =< Jore (waugre all che oppoſit tion! 
| find in my corrupt nature, in ſub- 
mitting my ſelf do 08 eaſie 
Vok t of Ny Commandments ) 


1he Penitent Lady. 47 
thy Love which predominates in 
my Soul above the love of tke 
World, the Creature, or my ſelf, 
hall unite me inſeparably unte 
thee,by che inexhauſtible love or 


Jeſus Chriſt. 
By t that love, which has taught 


me by experience, that there is 
och. this World worthy 
lip, nothing but con- 
wal Trout les, and baſe Ingra- 

tude; which has diſcover'd to 
me, by theſe gentle Corrections, 
that thou art 3 jealous God, and 
requireſt the Sacrifice of my 


S 
* * 


whole heart unto thee, in ac- 
knowiedgment of thy Infinite 
Mercies, my Infidelity, and the 


0 


ue 21005 miſplacing of my. At 


: Al Lord, ſince thou Requireſt 
nothing 0 prepare me tor the 
P3rdon ot my Sins, but the cul⸗ 


Fewf., 8 " Ay, * \ x | 
IVatINg of my love, and the con- 


verllon of my heart unto thee; 
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Behe Id here is a heart rcady to 
receive thy Commands, ready to 
obey thee, which is, truly t to 
love thee; ready to ater - 
* 


g any thing, which condu- 


80 * 7 


ces to the advancemegt of thy 


- 


Glory, or the Salvation of my 


9171 
Soul. 
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* "I : 4 
That a Penitent Soul fhould not 
examine what Fin are Dan. 

7 8 1 

nable and what not, but a a 


K. ee of Evil, every thin 


which ma, diſpleaſe God ; . 


by induig £ng it fe in ef er Crimes, 


it {hould rela; ole ,t Fits Mal hu 


Debauchery. 


F it is thy pleaſure to make my 

Reneatance in ſome meaſure 
anſwer my Crimes, to prolo 1g 
* 1 puniſnh me in the 


5 — 
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lande place where my Offences 

ere committed; If it is thy 
vleaſure t to make my Sins my pu- 
niſhment, and thoſe Luſts which 


q : 
{ have hitherto idoliz d, the Exe- 
cutione 18 of th y Taſtice "= my 


hear? is fixed, O God, my heart is 
7ixed Nevertheleſs, Grant that 
may be preſerv'd in my integ 

ty thereby, that my preſent A- 
verſion to ſiaful Pleaſures may 
be an Ancidote lufficient to de- 
2nd me from the infected breath 
of porta A R - That my 
Repegtance may be more Þiea- 
ing to thee, and profitable to my 
ſelf. 

But, O Lord, let me not only 
be preſerved from thoſe N Noto- 
rious rt nes W 11 ch His day Ten- 
der me the Obie ect of thy Mercy 
but grant bs chat I may hate 
in — for the Malignity of its 
Yature, than from the Di ead of 
thy Vengeance; let my Averiton 
| L3- 4 LO 
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„ 10 The Penitent I. dy. | 
40 to it, proceed rather from wy | 
=. love, than any reſpect to my | 
= ſelf; that is, let me 2bhor it 


1 ore for diſpleaſing thee, than | 
a) decauſe it would be my ruin. 
1 Let me not, with the greateſt 
0% part ot the Wor Id, nicely weigh, | 
1 1 8 how much Car: al Liber TY L maß | 
wa take. and vet - continue in a 
1 of Salvation; but let me avoid - f 
ee very thing w chich diſpleaſes thee, - 
5 25 well as thoſe prof r 
5 SIN, hich will certainly dam: | 
= my Soul. 5 
= For what is more impious, © | 
1. my God, 3 to lay, I know | 
| | 


. that 116 (rio Wu 4 up £:2:;C d.. | 


1 5 
Fl - thee, that this Temptation 88 
; alluring, that __ + ivaſt eg Ob- 5 


— 


| ſtruct the Emanations of thy 


[ow Grace; and in wo rt ene | 
LS Vanities of this World, ere at 
1 * (PI — 77 5 
1 Enmity to a Lie 0 © odirmne!s 
and yet am ref{olv'd to ne! | 
? | 


+ | 1 * 7 m ef 4 5 Y 4 } 
5 on them, ſO dülregard the all- 
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The Penitent Lady. 5 
ſeeing Eye of a jealous God, 
the Remorſe of my own Con- 


ience: And allt chis, becaufe I 


am aſſured, that God 15 2 mer 


cifol God, that he loves me, and 


is willing to paſs by my Of- 


. For is not this Way of Reaſon- 
ing, | us'd Þ; the greateſt” part” of 
thoſe ſervile Souls, whole Reh- 
zious Actions proceed more from 

ear of the Devil, than out of love 
LO Jod 4 

May not this Neglect of thy 

Grace, (which theie Men eſte dem 
10 35 an Offence ) 771 rieve th * 

oly Spi: it, and become the 

Occaſion oi their Eternal Repro- 
pation ? | 

For the Devil, by tempriny g ys 
af f rf to ſmaiter Crimes „int Ant 
aides himſelf into our Aﬀettions, 
and by degrees renders the moſt 
deteſtable Sins familiar to us; 
chis he knows is the ſureſt w ay 


1 ne. 
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to deſtroy us, for by little and 
little it weakens the love and 
fear of God in our Souls, it gives 
him poſſeſſion of our hear ts, and 
at aſt delivers them up unto hin 
for a prey. 

For who knows, but this va- 
riety of Company, this vain and 
frothy converſation which fills 
my heart with frivolous Deſires, 
aud weakens the Influences of th 
Grace. „may, in the end, ſeduce me 
from the ſimplicit ty of thy Word 
and the obſervation of thy Holy 
Law? 

Who knows but thou mayel: 
leave me to my ſelf, when thou 


perceivelt that my Diſobedience 
» 6 „eien 8 
and Ingratitude towards thee , 


Droceed 9 ; =» a9 4 »h 
proceeds Iron che abuſe of th } 


22 4e 7 

4 at v : 7 
. EY why ©» : *K.. 8 1 . 
In tine, WW 16 KRILOW » „but che 
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s. 
nendour of Worldly Pomp 
7. 
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5 continvally before my 
eyes „ Which I behold with ſe 
much 


my 
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a 
much complacency, and thoſe 
"laxims of Carnal Policy which 
ire perpetually ſounding in my 
cars , may at laſt reader me for- 
zertal of thoſe Solema Proteſta- 
Lions, Which, but a few days ago, 
| made unto thee; when witi: 
bo rs and Sighs, I ſo car neſtly 
cloug ant thee. to have Mercy on 

7 


3 


* 


. 


na to uehvey me from the jaws 
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REFLECT, XIV. | 
1 55 N pray: 4155 God ft ant Ip. 7 45 74 
He S, he fleas'd 0 ek off 
the/t C Fe Ains mT hich unite Her 


— 
* 7 
* 


A} E EF 40 40 the Creatas. S2 » to 
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and Vanities of the World „Which 


1 0 p Pa tongely renounc'd, when 
the 1errors of Death were e upon 
mag when the Sight of oy Sins, 


* 


and the Torment 8 Of „mat le 


A my joints tremble 
: aaa 

K neces ſinite together, 
Deliver me al ſo, from my ſelf, 
i Nr 7 2 : oy 
O my God, from chat natural 
nation ot my WH] to all that 
15 Evil, and that averſion to 
Good, which from cinih to time 
Prevaus with me to put off my 
5 Cue 

1 Sana 5d 
ie aiim ber and break 
nunder thoſe Bonds which vaite 
Ny Aﬀections too cloſe to the 
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mount all the Difficulties which 
obſtruct my Converſion, and to 
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hat king of Life that Herſon ought 
to lead, who ts under a Neceſſity 
of Conver/ang much in the World: 
that tis ber Du 'y to reſiſt what- 
ſocver is contrary. to the Com- 
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The Penitent Lady. 59 
above all things, I thirſt after; 
and to this end, I beſeech thee, 
Enliven my impotent Endeavours 
with thy Grace; 

| will not defer my Re 


tance, O my God, until the V b 
of thy 5 uſtice o vtakes me, when 


no man can work ; but I will be up 


and be doing, as ſoon as ever the aa 
4 at. p / N . 12 

95 23 Grate ſerii #788 from On hig 55 
and ændeauour to work out my Sal- 


vation; I will not ask counſel of 


my Luſts, or deliberate with my 
felt, whether 'tis time to forſake 


4» . 


my vicious converſation, and be- 


ny 
dome a new Creature Nor am 

o vain, as to think my ſelf ca- 
pable Of great nations „ For T 
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60 Peniteut Lady. 
| | will. begin to magniſie thy 
1 Mercies ame ngſt thoſe Who main 
= tain a continual Traffick of Sin 
[ _ Vanity, with whom my Di- 
ourſe ns'd to he About Riches, 
— rs, Pleaſures, and Proſpe- 
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that thon art my God, 
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che only Object of my Ad ora. 


hat in the enjoy nient of 
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the unprof table, vain and idle 
courſe of life, which they look 
upon as their Privſfedge, Will 
| deſtroy the health of their Ever- 
laſting Souls. 

If J cannot attain to be Emi- 
nently Re igious, { will endea- 
vour to be as * as I can; if 1 
cannot produce the Teſtimonies 
of an ardent Aff ection, 1 will de- 
dicate to thee my fant Love z 
f my Faith is not ſo Active 48 


* 


a + 11 

that of the humble Centurian, 

( which inclined thee to glve 4 

Yelent return unto his Prayers) 

set | will take advice of thy Mi- 

n _ ers, and With united Prayers, 
mplore the Augmentation of 


iat J may live up to thoſe 
gious Principles, which thou 
aſt planted in my Soul, I will 
arcad the Company of thoſe de- 
bauch'd Wretches, ho glory 
. F. 91 8 VI and 1 
in their Wicked neſs, and (as the 
boly 
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Holy Scripture ſpeaks ) hade nat. 
God in all their thoughts, 

Yes, Lord, I will break off all 
engagements with thoſe profeſs'd 
Libertines, . ſe ſociety inſtills 
Irreligion in in o oor Minds, and is 
a blemith to the moſt 5 otted 
Reputation; who puff us up wir 
tuch an opinion of our ſe] 8 WET: 
juily merits the deſertion ot thy 


grace; and 291d over their Mon- 


2. 


* Ames of good Nature ana Ho- 
our: Tho their Per ſons and Pn. 
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mour lila DE Ageeable 
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am reic 1v'd faithfully to ne 


Hiade nnto thee 19 Cat 1 

Jade unto thee, O my God; and 
That bence-forwards | Wil! not 
mautain any ſtrick Correſpon- 
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REFLECT. XVE 


That / e {hould aſſociate her felf 
Wit by thoſe per ſons who truly fear 


SE: 7 ö 4. A 7 . 
God, a 1d that ſhe ought not to 
50 FF 1 
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hearts of men, and who 
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571 whe: He +9 E785 thou 


change the inclinations 


rie! lay regard more e thy 
Grace, char an any Na 3 Endow- 
nents; rather the edifying of m, 
rl, = the ſeaſoning n my heart 


with thy holy Truths, than my 
WU Diverſion, 


For 


. nn 


Kr 


- 
, eee 
2 Sr 4 


ind 


r a. 


8 


= 
= 


41 


LY 
*®. 


OY TIO 


v9 * 
2 


n 
* * 


bi a eta 


—— —U, 


—— 


— — 


. _ PR 
„„ — 


— 


— D 


64 * The Penitent Laa). 


For thou knoweſt, Lord, how 


inſenlibly thoſe things which 1 
frequentiy behold, make impreſ- 


> 9 


EY * 1 * * * 
ns upon my mine ; how con- 
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formable | ain to the co mPpany 
wich whom I converſe ; and how 
wonderfully good or bad Ex- 
Rl ning 1 my Life and 


GIrant 8 Core. O my Lore 
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and thoſe infinite Mercies which! 
thou tall wy {3 u pleaſe 1 
upon my Soul; and if thoſe im- 
preſlions which Sin has left upon 
my mind. for th. bi 
render me averie to theſe Inno- 
C cent B eafures 2 if the taint of 
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The Penirent Lady. 65 
reliſt theſe Diverſions which 
yield more ſolid ſatisfaction, than 


the molt ſenſual enjoyments of 


this World: Then 1 beſeech thee, 
o enlighten my Underſtanding 
with hy Grace, and ſtrengthen 
my Falth, {o that it may with- 
hold me from gratifying my in- 
ordinate Appetites, and work in 


me a Repentance for thoſe Sins 


which render me incapable of the 
[weet Comforts of thy Hoh IT, 
For tho”, O Mercitul Lord,thon 


doſt not ex rmect that 1 ſhould ex 


boſe my we eak and feeble Body to 
the utmoſt Rigours and Severi- 
ties, yet am 1 hereby oblig'd to 
be the more fervent in Spirit, and 
m. ortify my corrupt Appetit es The 
more; for a deep Tenſe of thy 
Peath and Sufferings, is abſolvte- 
ly neceſſary to reſtore the health 
of my Soul, 


Now {cernp the beſt: way to. 


"ectify my war d deſires, is to 
bend 


The Penttent Lady. 
bend them towards the contrary 
extream, Grant that the byaſs 
of my 7 corrupt Nature may never 

: prevail on me, to beſtow ſo much 

as one favourable look on my di- 
vorced Luſts; for *tis.but reaſon- 
able that 1 ſhould puniſh my ſelf 
lor my too earneſt purſuits of 
ſenſi wal P. [ealure, by mortifving 
thoſe Irregulai Appetites , and 
dra ing my ſelf even Laviful Di- 
verſions; it is but juſt, that I, 
who have trifled away io much 
time on the Stage of the World, 
ſhould retire my ſelf from thoſe 
bing: which are the-fewe! of 
my inordinate | uſts; and deny 

I y ſelf the World, and all its 

= Pleaſyres, that 1 may be truly the 

= Diſciple of the Lord Feſus. 

4 Let the certain rat nce of a 

= future J. ife, O my God, demon- 

ſtrate to me the k Frailty and Va- 
nity of thoſe things which wre 

l otate, Wealth, Fortune, and 

Grandenr 
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Zrandeur; Let me not ( with 
che gr eatelt part of the World) 
engage all the force of my Affe- 
ctions in the purſt nt of chem; as 
if there were no future Life, Hap- 
pineſs, or Eternit) Let me e- 
ſteem them according to cheit 


true value ; but let me place my 


Affections on ly upon that ſolid 
good, where true Joys are to be 
round, For hovwy can any real 
Contentn jent proceed from Tuch 
empty Trißes How can any laſt- 
ing ſatisfaction be built upon lach 
facing Enjoyments, which make 
themſelves wings and fiy away ., 
whin we think we have the ſureſt 
Poſſeſſion of thñgem. 
Laſtly, Let me contemplate 
thy Works in the Government 
of the World; in which ( as in 
the Scene of a Comedy ) Provi- 
dence orders the Perſons, diſpo- 
ſes the Riches al Honours, and 
lulls aſleep the generality of 
Mankind; who being rouz'd up 
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68 "The Penitent Lach. 
| at the end of the AR. ſtand a- 
ma z d, chat they have deen all the 
| while in a Dream, that the gau 
| Apparitions are vaniſm'd, and no- 


* 


ea, Lord, I confeſs, that after 1 
have thr -onghly ranſack'd all the 
ſtores of ſenſual Enjoyments, | 


60 


cannct find any rea! ſatisfaction 


thing left but. duſt and ſmoak. 
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REFEL ECT. XVII. 


That Charity towards our Neigh- 
bour, obliges us carefully to nas 
not only every Altion which may 
he injurious to bis Life, Goods, 
and Re dtetation; but alſo de- 
tracting Speeches, and fooliſh je- 


That my Soul might he in- 
# ipir'd with thy Two C) 
my God; that it might be m 

Only Treaſure, my Glory, and 
my Delight; "that thoſe chaſte 
and Divine bination which flow 
ae it, might enlighten my Un- 
derſtandin ig, and lore my Will 
LO cleaye unto thee ; that it 
might Work in me a hearty for- 
row for my paſt Offences, and a 
holy fear of thy L Nine Majeſty; 
chat it might take poſſeſſion of 
my Soul, and not endure the 
E 2: moſt 
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1 


moſt darling Luft to lurk cher ein. 
O that my love to my Ne 
bour might in ſome meaſure an- 


wer thy love to me, that 1 


might love his Sou above 1:3 y 
Owen LY ang never be-prevail'd 
upon, for the gain of the whole 
World. 10 W919 Lt Gonſcien 8. 
| 1:5 . 


But ſince generally notbing is 
eſteem' dd a breach of Charity 


1 „„ E AL 
oN ards On) Neigkbour, Dut ſuck 


open 1 ence, or abuſive Lan- 
BUage, © 4 2 ſober Heathen would 


bluſh 5 Unce few perſons make 
x Conſcience of thoſe Tears, which 


touch a Man to the quick, thoſe 


Genteel ſays of eſs? ning H 
Rep "tat! on; by infinuatiag his 


Frailties, a and ridici ling nis Hu- 


2 


mour, becauſe tis done in ſport, 


(8 


and for diverſion of the Compas 

* Theretore, I beſeech thee, 

Lord, open my eyes, and con- 
vine 


4 
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vince me, that theſe Sins (which 


I am apt to call pardonable In- 


ar mities) diſpleaſe thee the more, 

becauſe they are agreeable to our 
co on ipt Natures, and the genuine 
off-ſpring of ſelf-Love, 

Let me heartily deteſt this 
milchieyons diverſion, to which 
have been too much given up; 
let my ſorrow for this ſin, in 
ſome meaſure, equal the pleaſure- 
took in it; and let chat which 
Was the great Incentive of- my 
Quilt, produce a Fountain of 
Tears to blot it out. | 

For 1s it not highly reaſonable, 
O Lord, that I ſhould bewail 
that Mirth whereby | have injur'd 
my Neighbour, and undone my 
ſelf; and that Laughter which 
as coſt me my Soul, and the Fa- 
vour of my God ? Is it not jul, 
that ſceing 1 cannot make any 
extraordinary demonſtrations. of - 
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72 The Fenitent Lady, 
thee; I ſhould teſtify the ſince 
rity of my latentions, by ab; 
Raining from every ching Which 
gratifies my Natoral Corruption ; 
that by a diſcreet reſerved neſs 
in my diſcourſe for the future, I 
Mould endeavour to make amends 
for the former laviſhneſs of my 
Longpe 3 and by caſting out all 
tnoſe Sins which have offended 
thee, invite thy return into the 
Temple of my Soul? 
Whenſoever therefore, O my 
God, I have any delires to con- 


form my felf to the World, to 


gratifſy my dee Appetites, 
or to ſhew the gayecy of my Hu- 
mour; whenſoever theſe linful 
delights come into my mind, and 
begin to blow up the ſpark s Of 
my corruption; whenloever [ 
perceive theſe motions of com- 
placency towards my felf, anc 


* 


envy againſt my Neighbour, theſe 


ferments of my paſſions, and diſ- 
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1 he Penitent Lady. 72 
orderly Affections cf my Soul, 


which if in the leaſt encouraged, 


will eaſily get the better of 

Then let me conſider, O Lord. 
that if I do n ot carefully ſuppreſs 
theſe hrit ne to f1n, I reſign 


up my Snul to its moſt inveterate 


kur mer⸗ And op the contrary, 
wh. - them in the bud, if 1 Sa- 
ice "my Paſſions and my Plea- 
8 UNO thee, I {hall incline 
hee to have Mercy upon me, and 
to blog « © my Offences, I ſhall. 
ive 1 the Homage ot a con- 
{rite and penitent Heart, In which 
thou art nell pleajed. | 
Shew me therefore, that theſe 
are toe beg wor thy of Kepentance; 
the are the Keffitutions thou 
'govire 1 of me, and the choiceſt 
acting my Love can offer np, 
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REFLEC T. XVIII. 


I nat {tie 1 o deſire of God the 
Gift of » rayer ; which is the 
oniy means the. Soul can make utc 

of to con 7 1 its wader ing Reſolu- 
1s, 


God, who takeſt delight in 

rewarding that ſervant, who 
has bees faithful in a few thing 
iupply the indigency-of my love 
out of the abundance of thy good- 
neſs; Let its ſhallow ſtreams be 
ſwallow'd up in the vaſt Ocean of 
thy Divine Charity, loſe them - 
felves in it, and be mixed with it, 


that ſo it may be always con- 7 


formable unto thine, 

For 1 confeſs my frailty, that 
my Heart is an ungrateful and 
2rren Soil, producing nothing 
but Briers and Thorns, unless 


cultivated by thy Grace 3 Water 
it, 
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The Penitent Lach. 73 
therefore, O Lord, with the 
Dem of Heaven , which gIVEs 


fruitfulneſs to the Plants, and 
paints the Flowers; which in- 


clines our wills, and affects our 


hearts; which after it has pro- 
Juc'd in our Soul, Works worthy of 
Kepentance, protects them from 
choſe ſcorching | beams, the flames 
of our Lult, and preſeryes then” 
ſafe unto the Harveſt. 

This is the comfortable hope 
and carneſt deſire of thy poor 
ervant, that which ſuſtains him 


in this tedions Pilgrimage, whillt 
he lauguiſnes with expectation of 


the Be It ea Viſion. 

But that thy luſpirations may 
nave the deſired effect upon my 
Soul, that I may receive them 
with ſuitable Affections, that! 
may prepare my heart for ſo 
great favours which thoa art 
pleas'd to beſtow upon it. With 
my eyes and hands lift up to 

3 Hea- 


N he lm: Lad). 


Heaven, I will meet theſe Bleſ- 
ings, I will forſake every Sin 
which unfits me for them, and 
do all the good thy Grace ſhall 
enable me to perform. And that 
the ſtreams of thy Mercy may 
never fall me, a poor thirſty Sin- 
ner, I wil} continually increaſe 
them with my Tears; that is to 
lay, Lord, by an hearty Repen- 
tance,and am affectionate grief, for 
having ſo often offended thee. 
And ſince Prayer is the Chan- 
nel by which thou conveyeſt thy 
Trace and thy Light into ou 
opls., ſince it is the moſt fra- 
grant Incenſe I can offer up unto 
thee, for obtaining of freſh Mer- 
cies ; teach me to Pray unto thee 
with Reverence, with the Adora- 


tion of all my kaculties, and with 


my whole Heart 

And that I ma 7 the more de- 
voutly perform this Duty, ſhew 
me the Neceſlity, and the Advan- 


Lage 


4s 
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tage of it, take away the ſur- 
priſe, which the very name of 
Prayer is apt to produce in me, 

and ſhew me that tis not ſo diff 
cult, ſo tireſome a Duty, as ſome 
Perſons repreſent it to them- 
ſelves, who are ignorant, that 4 
in thy "Howe there are mauy Man- 
/ions, ſo there are different ways 

of converſing with thee; me 
of which require only the ſigce- 
rity of our Hearts. 
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What the Nature of Prayer 1t , 
and hom faithful a Penitent Soul 
ought to be, to its Reſolutions o/ 
vonſlant ly per orming this Holy 
E xercife, | 


* 


ls true, Lord:, that the | 


COTE I 


r 


it I Prayer of a Devont Per- 
44: SS, - | 
1 jon, { who has retir'd. himſelf 
Bi from the World, and is filPd 
41! with the Joys of thy Holy Spirit) 


1 1s like a Box of precious Oint- 
; ont, which as ſoon as ever it 


19 approaches the fire, ſends fort h 
2 ff agr. ant Odour: and that the 


1 Groans of a poor Creature, 
| WHO lies groveling on ine Earth, a 
£ — L I * a | WY Pp 2 
ho only 1 on in the P ath 


of Vertue, are like troubled 

ers, wh . muſt be diſt! uo ] drop 

Ft: by drop, nhefcre They Wil | afford 
- any uſefu! Liquor. 


; The Penitent B 79 
Nevertheleſs, © my God, 

ſeems moſt reaſonable "TOs 

lince Prayer is only a lifting up 

: of our hearts unto thee, in 
| which we lay before thee our 
N Wants, and beg Supplies) I ſay, 
ic ſeems moſt reasonable to me, 

that ſhe who is tsrmpiled with 
the Affairs of the? W 2 who 
iinds her ſelf ' in a languiih. 
ing Condition, barrasd by a 
thouſand Mi ſeries, and ſurround- 

ed with a thouſand Dangers , 

is under a more prefling nece!: 

ſity of Praying to thee, than 

the Religicus Perſon who is 

hede'd about with thy Mer: 


cles, 1 

It appears. highly reatonable: vn 

LO me, not Onli) that ſhe 15 un- 8 
Jer a greater neceſſity, but alſo | 

chat IBE, is better *1tpoted LO p 


A 3 — , 


perform. this Duty ot Prayer, 
chan one who is more habitually 
devour ; becauſe ſhe cannot chuſe 

but 
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80 The Pemitent Lad). 

but do it, whether ſhe thinks 
of it or no: For if tis natural 
for a poor man to ask an Alms, 
for a ſick man to ene himſelt, 
and for one in danger to lift 
up his Eyes towards Heaven; 


How moch more aatural is it, 
for that Soul to ry unto his 


#4 


God, who is continually preſſed 
with _ thre: alam mit Bop Who 


18 alwa 8 50 i alva 58 lick, and 
always in dang Ser, the three chiet 


hinges upon which this Duty 
turns. 

Therefore that I may delight 
my vs Gato auge e Exerciſe, 
LEAC 0 my C; that Prayer 
bs nt 11 elſe | ut 3 ple oe 
converſe „ the Soul and 
its Creator ; a Torch Which 
diſpeis the darkneis of its un- 
e . Zingg and A Glase which 

truly repreſents all its imperfe- 
Aions, 


9; 125 
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The Penitent Lady, $1 


An Eloquent Preacher, who. 
Imprints the Law of God in our 


Minds; a faithful Guide, who 
conducts us ſafely through the 


ſtrait Way of ous Salvation; @- 


dae, Sleep, which gives the Soul 

repoſe in the Arms of God's 
Providence ; a Holy Joy, which 
renders. ſinfol pleaſures nauſeous, 
and ail ſenſual delights inſipid, 


in compariſon with thoſe of che 


Crols. | | 

A comfortable contemplation 
of cur latter end, which reſtrains 
our Appetites with the nee 
of Death, which ſweetens his a 


-roaches with the Ex pectation of 


Eternity, and an ardent Deſire of 
the 71% Viſion = 
Laſtly, *Tis the Crucifixion of 


dur rn 4 the Mortification of 


our Self. love, and the Reſuft ecti- 


on of the Grace of jelus Chriſt 


in our Souls. | 


Per- 


The Fenitent Lady. 


Prepare therefore the Palatc 
of my Soul, O my God, that 
it: may reliſh this delicions Man- 
na: For the only way ro per- 
fevere to the end in thy Con. 
mandments, in the midſt of a crook- 

ed and per ver /e Generatimn, to 
flip igbt t ; the World and all 
nlties, and to love th | 
things is, to converfe with rhee 
by Prayer, not only as with our 
Father and our God, but as with 
our moſt atfectionate and fam: 
liar Friend. I would "ay s, >. ore rd, 
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The Penitent Lazy. 83 


then of our Souls, and all our 


Prayers, at the Foot-ſtool of thy 

Throne. : N | 
For alas! if our Self love takes 

fo much pleaſnre in relating 


our Afflictions to our impotent 


Friends, w ho can do nothing but 

ear 2 pity them ; how much 
greater comfort ſhould it be, that 
we are. encouraged to pour out 
our Wants before a God, who, if 
ne ples, can help us; who is 
oftentimes more delighted to {ee 
2a Soul dumbled by its Miſery, 
than elated with the Eminent In- 
ſtances of its Vertue 


Incline me therefore, O my. 


God, to ſpend ſome moments 
every day at the Foct-ſtool of 
thy Throne, end let me not lie 
poring on a Picture, or repeating 
my Prayers from a Book which 
do not underſtand ; but let the 
gubiect of my Devotions be, 

my 


$4 Tie Penitent Lady. _ 
my own Wants, and whatfoe- 
vet may render me more humble. 

For J am too ſenſible of my own. 
Imperfections, to diſtract my | 
Mind with other Objects, beſides | 
my own Miſery and the infinite 
Mercy of my Gd. 
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1 That the Miſery. to whic . Sin has 


5 edu d us, ot to be the Sub- 
ity jeck of our Prayers, and that tis 


79 . 41 oy 4 
4 good to begin them with the 
— . ſe bh : A . 5 S , o 
aſraer ations of the ſtipendfe 
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: Las - how Can 1 meditate 
: . 5 J 
: on y Viienels. who am 


1 0 
; Pray unto thee, to break 

= oft my Ambition and Vain-glory. 
* Which like unmanagable Horſes, 
1 preci- N 


=. 


The Penitiimt Lady, 85 
precipitate my Soul into the 
& byſs of thy fiery Indignation. 

How can I hearken to thy 
Word, or taſte the ſweet Com- 
forts of thy Holy Spirit, whe 
am ſurrounded with a thouſand 
Paſſions, a thouſand Vanitie 
which diſtrac my thoughts, 
when 1 come to appear before 
tnee ? What can I do more, than 
(Iroan within my ſelf, when, as 
the Royal P/almife has it, my 
feet are hurt with the fetters of Sin, 
and 1 am in Captivity to my Un- 
mortified Affections; until the 
gentle Inflnences of thy Grace 
create in my heart a love to thy 
Law. 

How can I lift up my ſeif to 
Heaven , whiilt my A foctions 
are proveling on the Earth? How 

an 1 plate thy Greataets 
and th y Ex cevlſencies; whillt my 
9 is bags by its own 
Miſeries, and aſtoniſhe d at that 

| immi- 
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5 
N 1 8 


* 
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. imminent danger, which only 
= gives me ſpace to beg thy Merey, 
| and to 55 with the Apoſtles, 
Lord, (ave me, or ] periſh. 
_—— Neye rthelefs , O my Lord. 
_ Ance The remen abrance ot thy bit- 


3 


ter Paſſion, ought to be deeply | 
engraven upon my Soul; Grant, | 


O my God, that the begin ning 
or my Prayer may has e a reſpes 

do chat adorable t that 
my heart may be mollify'd by the | 
confideration of thy fufferings, | | 
render d more ſuſceptable of the 
impreffic ns of thy Love, and thy | 
Grace ; and Meditate with more 
benefit on its own Vanity. | 
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REFLECT. XX1. 


That wi -ought not to be Weary of 
Praying 2 becauſe we do not find 
preſent Comfort, but that we 
voie d Be fait ful 19 Our Refolu- 
tions, and der ve recourſe to this 
i 01 Exerciſe, when we are 
c by the 5 pains, 

aud a i/ty { TIX: ay 

Ted 194 
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57 We ö 7 a 


5 of 


H ! that 1 could be ſo con- 
ant ia my Nelolvtions, 
very day to proftrate my lf ai 
je Foot-ſtool ot tay T br PAC, At 
at ſet-time which I have conſe 
crated vnto thee, when thou art 
plea = to give me Audience; and 
that othing might divert me 
from oerforgiith if 128 one thing ut. 


eefſary. 
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| 
— my 3251 255 be; to 
he end that when diſtractions 
and barrenneſs of mind hinder 
me from fixing my e ee 
upon thee, or ſpeaking of any 


— but th ole Va anities 1 e "> 


have taken Poſſeſſion of my 
money then 3 labour which 

] undergo. choſe painful pangs 
which 1 endure , and thoſe jrk- 
lome attempts "which | mate 
to pour forth a Prayer, ma} 
render ; L more acceptable in t hy 
gut. 

Let me not fancy, that thou 
haſt abandoned me, be ecauſe r my 
mind is fometimes over -whelm- 
ed wick the load of my Corrup- 
dion, becauſe at ſuch a time as 


4 UK 


this J canrot form fo much as 


Ns good thought: For þ will 
till look vp and pray unto the j 
I. Will fay with that great King 

the 


The Penitent Lady, 89 
rhe holy David, I am like a beaſt 
before thee, without ſpirit, with 

out ſpeech, and without conſide- 
rat ion. 

Tho? 1 cannot perform this 
Doty with a - ſteady intention 
of mind, yet I will not depart 
from the Foot-ſtoo! of thy 
Throne; 1 will pray unto thee 
with my Heart and with my 
Will, | will pus my truſt in thy 
Gn dneſs; A ad tho? thon may*{t 
not, for the Preſent. unite my 8 oul 
unte thy ſelf, by che ſweet infiu- 
ences of thy 8 3race, yet chou wilt 
accept of my endeavour in this 
depiorab! e condition, and eſteem 
it as a teſtimony of my kincere 
aifection , that it cleaves unto 
thee, as well when thou art 
pleaſed to e. thy Com- 
torts, as when it enjoys thy raviſh- 

ing Conſalations. 
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But, good Lord, let me not 
only Pray unto thee with my 
Underſtanding, and with my 
Tongue, but alſo with my 

sart'; Let me not only Pray 
unto thee in my Cloſet, and in 
the Church, where the conſide- 
ration of thy Divine Preſence 
inſpires me with Devotion, 
but grant, © my God, chat by 

Acts of Faith, Hope, and Cha 
rity, may conſecrate unto thee, 

the Oratory of my Rear: in 

vhich I will offer up t Sacrifice 
of Prayer; For the Devotion 
of a true C Omiſtian is not con- 
fin'd to Words, but extends it 
ſelf unto his 88 and Acti- 
ons, in all Places, and upon all 
Occaſions. 

J will do this in the midſt of 
my Worldly 'Buſineſs, nay in 
the midſt of my D iverſions : 
when retiring my ſelf into "ys 


Cloſet of my Bre af, which 3 
Jellies. 
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dedicated to thee alone, where 


no Eye but thine fees me; I will 
addreſs my Prayer unto thee, 


When 1 find my ſelf moſt ex- 
pos'd to Temptation, when I 
have the greateſt ſenſe of my 
own Weakneſs, when Self. love 
moſt Tyrannizes over me, and the 
ſweet Poyſon of Pleaſure moſt 

allures my Soul, then will J ſigh 
moſt tervently unto. thee; and 
— Shu waiting for a ſuitable 
place, or more convenient time, 
1 will preſently lay open the 
Won nds of My SOUL, ANG implore 

th y Eng” 
11s ſhall be at the beginning 


A) 4 end of all my Actions, in 
the Morning and at Night ; in 


the midit of my Journeys my 
heart ſhall take thee for its Polar 


Star; it ſhall rely upon thee in 
every condition, yield ir ſelf up 
to thy Conduct, and implore the 


ſuccours of thy Grace, And 
F this 
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| 92 The Penitenm Laaj. 
this will be done with the greater 
eate, becauſe 1 ſnall better expreſs 
my own wants,and my entire de. 
pendance on thy Mercy, by one 
ſingle figh, which proceeds from | 
the bottom of my Oppreſſed {| 
Heart, than by the moſt projix 
Devotions. 


— 


| will joyn with thy Saints, and | 


praiſe thee in thy Sanctuary with 
my Lips and with my Voice 
but 1 win alſo Pray unto thee 
with Sighs and Gromms unutter- | 
able; in my greateſt dangers, {| 
and under the moſt violent pains, |} 
I will look up unto thee, and in 
all the actions of my life; with 
Roly David, I will hade thee alway: 
before my Eyes. 
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REFLEC T. XXII. 


The indiſpenſable Neceſſigy of Pray- 
er. without which tis zmpojſrble 
to have any ſerious thoughts v7 ous 
Sa Nation. 


Bat is that Soul, O my 


World without Pi ayer ? 1 ſpeak 
not of thoſe perſous who only 
mind their Pleaſures, and pro- 
viding for their Bodies; who are 
Chriſtians in Name only, and may 
be more fitly rack'd amongt 
brute Beaſts „ than reaſonable 


But mean thoſe who fi equent- 
ly reſiect upon themſelves, who 
Ont der do what end à Rational 
Soul was given them, and domi- 
nion over the reſt of the Crea- 
tion. 
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God, who lives in this 


Who 
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94 The Penitent Lady. 
Who conſider that there is a 


God; I mean, are convinc'd , | 
that none but Fools doubt of 
it. | 


Who conſider how it comes 
to pals, that thoſe perſons who 
believe the Hiſtories of Alexander 
and Cæſar, yet queſtion that of | 
Teſas Chrift g 

Who conſider whether that | 
Faith which was e by 
Twelve poor Fiſhermen, and con- 
firm'd by an infinite number of 
Miracles wronght in the fight of 
a Nations, can now reaſonably. 
be call'd in queſtion. | 

Who confider whether that. 
Army of Martyrs, who ſeal'd this 
Faith with their Blood, are not a 
ſuffioient cloud of Witneſſes to e- 
vince its Truth. 

Who conſider whether all 
thoſe Propheſies in the Old Te- 
ſtament, concerning the Coming 
aud 


. 


1 


Fr AA rem, 


e OY YE" 


The Penitent La). 95 
and Kingdom of the Meſſiah, 


which: have been punctually se- 


dompliſh'd, ought to pals for 
Fables. 

Who conſider 100 incom- 
prebenſible Myſteries, the Ef- 
tects of the Omnipotent Grace 
of. ſeſus Chriſt, and his infinite 
Love towards us his poor Crea- 
tures. 

Laſtly, Who conſider all God's 
wonderful Works upon their 
Souls, that admirable Conduct, 
which at the ſame enliphtneth 
our U. derſtandings, by his Fa- 
therly Corrections, and peeſerves 
18; Which by his Diviſſe Pro- 


vidence orders al 3 for 


fome end beſt known unto him- 
{21f, and makes every thing tend 
to the welfare and advantage of 
his Elect, | 
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Tis for theſe Perſons (Who 
having the clouds of their Un- 


derſtandings diipelPd by the 
light of theſe indobitable cruths, 


yet are preſe ntl blinded by the 


Vanities. of the World) 'tis for 
their Good, as well as my own, 

conſider, That a Soul in this 
World, without Prayer, without 
Reflection. and withort Reliance 
upon God's Providence, is like a 


Ship in the midſt of a Tempeſths 


us Sea without a Pilot; like a 
Man who fancies himſelf won⸗ 
derfully enlightned, and yet is 
blinde with the thickeſt Miſts 
of Ignorance and Error. 

He is like that Perſon who 
fancies be knows God, has Faith, 


Hope, and Charicy, and yet a- 
dores his Idol- Paſſious; he is 


like a Traveller in a ſtranęe 
Country, without either Guide 


ar Compaſs, who the faſter he 
og Walks, 
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Ihe Penitent Lad, 97 
walks, the farther. he wanders, 
from his Home. 

tle is like that perſon, who be- 
ing tumbled into woe bottom Gf 
a deep Pit, yet will not make uſe 
of che Cord which is let down to 
draw him up. 

Laſtl 75 He is like that fooliſh 
builder, who endeavaurs to erect 
3 Mazrificent Pallace, without a 
Foundation, | 

For kow can he work out hie 
dalvation, who has not Cod in all his 
Mo 1ph! joy Can he obicrve His. 
Laws, and obey his Commandg- 
ments „ who never thinks on 
them? How can he bridle his 
Tony zoe, and all his head-Rrong 

175 ions, witham che Alliſtance 
of God's Grace? And how can he 

btain this Grace, who will not 
he at the pains to ask it? How 
can he avoid falling into Deſpair 


ho gocs on in aunkul courſe of 
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"The Penitent Lady. . 
life, which he knows will end | 


in the Damnation of bis Soul ? 
Who eicher ufes the moſt pre- 
poſterous means imaghnable to | 
quiet his Conſcience ; rt is, by | 
putting out of his mind the | 
thoughts of a 1other Life, an E- 
ul, and a God; or elſe doth 
z0t place his truſt in "him. | 6 
In fine, How ca! he be a good | 
Chriſtian, and love Jeſus Chriſt, 
who does not kno! bim, does not 
conſider that he dy'd for us, does 
not meditate on his Life , his 
Actions, or his Holy Goſpel ? | 
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REF I ECT. XXIII. 


She eres of God the - Gife of 


Pra yer, that fhe may make Death, 


Eternity, and God's Fudę ments . 


the Subject of it; which are the 
proper 3 to ſtaſon our Souls 
"me the Fear of God, 


bo Lars ſince I am con- 
vined, that Prayer (which 
is nothing but the lifcing up of 
our Souls onto thee, our continual 
endeavour. to pluck down the 
ſtrong- holds of Satan, and eſta» 
bliſh the Kingdom of Feſus Chriſt) 
is fo eaſy, fo neceſſary, and ſo 
Profitable a Duty. 


Since I am aſſured by thy Holy 


Word, and the Examples 'of 
Holy Men, that *tis a floating 


Plank Which will bear up my Soul 


in all the Storms of this Life, and 
| þ 5 con- 
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convey. it ſafe into che bleiled 
Haven of Eternity; that is, to the 
Heavenly Jeruſalem which is "above, 
where all tears ſhall be wited away 
from our eyes, and we [hall enjoy 


thoſe pleaſures which are at thy 
reght-band, for cuermoxe. 

Give me an ear neſt Deſire and 
Delight in Praying to thee; let 
it be as pleaſant and kamiliar, 
a8 ever the Vanities of the World 
have been, for which I have ſo 


often hazarded the Salvation ot. 


my Soul. 

But ſince Death is the end of 
all things, and the moſt proſi- 
table Subject of our Meditations ; 
Grant, O my God, that I may 
daily conſs der my laf end; wh c 
(to- peak in the Words of the 
Holy Scripture ) my breath goeth 
forth, I return to the Earth, ani in 


that ue day my thoughts periſh. 


Tha 
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That Time which mill comè like 
4 Thief in the Night, and ſeize up- 
of our Souls. 


That Time, after which chere 
will be no more ſpace for Repen⸗ 


Lance, 

That Time, for which we ought 
to be pr epared all the days of our 
life, that we may not be ſurpri⸗ 
ſed thereby. 

That Time, on Which de- 


pends the Happineſs; or Mi- 


ſery of our Souls to all Eter- 
nity, Ah 
O Death! how dreadful” are 


thy Approaches to thoſe perſogs 
ho never thought of thee, h 
placed all-theic Happineſs ig the 


Goods of this World ? 


O Death ! how terrible art 
thou to thoſe Men, unto whom: 


thou art the end of their Han- 


pineſs, and the beginning of their 


Sorrow. 
In 
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202 The Penitent Lady. 

in ſhort, By which they are 
deprived of all the Enjoyments 
of this World, of that Body 
which they ſo muckidoliz'd, of 


2 Voluptuous Life, and the grati- 


fication of their Inordinate Ap- 
petites, I ſay, How terrible art 
thou to thoſe, who never knew 
God, but only to offend him ? 
But then how much more 
amazing 'is the Contemplation 
of Eternity, to thoſe Men who 
never purk bd any other Happi- 
neſs. but what this Life affords, 
who never thought of Repen- 
tance, and forfaking, their Sins, 
until they were unable to pur- 


fue their Luſts, and rendred in- 


capable to receive ihe impreſſi- 


ons of any other Paſtion, but 


Fear? 


© Eternity, Eternity! how 


exquiſitely Tormenting are the 
Thoughts of chee, to that Per- 


ſon, 
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The Penitent Lady, 107 
fon, who beholds Hell ready to 
receive him for the Poniſhment 
of their Sins; who dares not Hope 


in God's Mercy, bot would think 


himſelf ſufficienrty happy, could 
he but have the ſame end with the 
Beaſts that periſh. 

And finally, O Eternity! How 
dreadful are the Thoughts of 
thee, to that Per ſon, who. at his 
laſt hour, finds thar he cannot 
Love God, and yet cannot chuſe 
but Fear him. 

But, O bleſſed Eternity! how 
comfortable art thou to that Per- 
ſon who has led a good Life, and 
raortif”'d his Corruptions in this 
World. 

To a Sinner who is Converted, 
_ Repented of his Sins, and has 

a gocd Foundation of Hope in. 
thy Mercy. 
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To him who is accuſtom to 
die daily, and has forſaken the 
World and its Vanities, before 
he is compelied to it by the un- 
alterable Daw of Nature. 

In fine, To him who ſincereiy 
loves God, and enjoys in this 
life the earneſt of Eternal Hap- 
pineis. 10 5 
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7 hat 


unto Cod the Saeriff fe of Thanks- 


gie 


and converting ber unto bum- 
ſelf. That ſhe will Write down 
theſe Reſolutions which ſhe made 


as 
FO 


ways mindful of theſe Obliga- 
tions {/1e bay laid upon ber ſelf, 
and by which ſhe muſt be Tudged- 


at 


ways regard ſome great. end: 
Haſt thou not reftor'd my Health, 


that 


blefled pur poſes of thy Grace 
upon my Soul, that by a thorough 
Conversion of my Heart unto 


REFLECT. XXIV. 
be will every Day offer 17 


ding, for opening her Eyes 


the time of. her Conver/zon ; 
the end that {he may le al- 


the Laſt Day. 
Lord, who itt works 


* thy Miracles, doſt al- 


thou may'ſt accompliſh the 


thee, 


ES Wage T1 = 
PI Pe EN. * 
3 9 9 9 FOR „ 


r 
F 


o The Penitent Laa. 


thee, 1 might paſs from this State 
of Death, (or as the Royal Pro- 


PIC IP eaks ) from = Terrours of 


Hell, to fuck a Religious courſe 
of Life, as thoſe 00 t Souls 


ted, wi ho now ſteep in the Eord; 


who did not preſume on thy 
Mercy, and from thence defer 
their Repentance to the laſt Mo 
ment: 

Ves, Lord, I acknowledge thy 
Mercy in the midſt of thy Judg- 
_ S, and th conſtant Protecti- 

of thy Providence in all the 
Accidents of my Lite, 

For this is the Reaſon why thon 
haſt lo much A fflicted me, fo much 
diſtreſied me, ſo often chang ed 


my Deſires and my Reſolutions, 


that hereby thou may'ſt wean me 
from my ſelf. 

And therefore that J may 
maintain an invielable Fidelity 
towards thee for the future, 

that 


— — —— ——— IO 


* : : 0 \ 1 
The Penitent I 5 | _— 
: E * 5 . 107 ; . 


that I may ſerve thee, that I 


may love thee, and rather die a 
thouſand times than return again 


co my former Vain Converiati- 
on; I have Writ this Paper with: 
my own hand, as a Regiſter of 
thy Mercies, my moſt Intimate 
Reſolutions, and all thy Adora- 
ble Truths: That if at any time 
! ſhould forget my ſelf, I might 
hereby be put in mind of my Du- 
ty, and that Model of Holy Li- 
ving 1 have reſolved on; if my 
Faith ſhould falter, my Hope 
ſhould languiſh, or my Charity 


grow cold, and my Corruptions 
begin to ſtruggie in my Soul, 


the Reading of theſe Prayers, and 
the contemplation of thy Boun- 
ty and thy Grace, might reduce 
them to their former temper. 
That if at any time | ſhould 


forget that Agony which the 


conſideration of thy Juſtice pro- 
duc'd 


AS 
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duc d in my Mind, when, like a 
condemned Malefactor on the 
Scaffold, Þ was impatient to be 


freed from the Ferrors'of Death, 


might recollect my ſelt by read- 
ing of theſe Reflections, which 
1 writ upon this ſelf. fume Bed, 
where the Miniſters on one ide, 
and the Phyſicians on the other, 
gave me little Hope of my Lite 
or my Salvation; where [ ay 
helpleſs, like a poor Beaſt, and 
could do nothing in this Great 
Work. 

O thou God of my Salvation 


| 74} whnſle | inds Are my Son] and 


ts pans 3 


my Eterna] G who didſt 
reprieve me from the Grave, and 
did ſt 0 crown me with thy Mer- 


cies, and RY my Sou] with fo ly. 


Deſires who baſt remend\my Ae, 
as 1 of an Faule; u ho halt bid. 
ned. that thy Ang er {hl not 
endure for ever agaiaſt thote who 
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fear thee:; that” thin mit not pu- 
iſh then: according 70 their deferts, 
but wilt put away their Offences 
as far as the Faſt is from the Weſt; 
who afſureſt us, that like as a 
Father pittieth his Children, ſo thou 
wilt have cumpaſſion on us; becauſe 
thou knoweſt gur weakneſs, and 
that we are but duſt ; that our 
moſt ſteady Refolvtions are but 
as a Traveller who tarrieth but for 
a night, and as tne morning dem, 
which ſoon paſſeth away. 


Laſtly, Who workeſt good 


Hut of the evil of our ſins, ac 


who alone canſt convert me: I. 
beſeech thee therefore to turn my 
Heart. | 
Becauſe my Soul is humbled, 
26d overwhelmed with ma 
and grief, for Qifpl: 1 th 
Becauſe my Soul puts its cos 
in thee , and languiſnes : iter che 


enjoyment of thy pre ſence. 


But 
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| But above all, O my God, bear | 
| my humble Supplication, becauſe | 
'q have made thee the onty bieft | 
of my Love, and hecauſe thy Mey- | 

y rejoyees over all thy Works, 
Finally, Lord, have pity on me, | 
becauſe Tam poor and miſerable, 4 
and then art Infinitely Rich anc | 
Merciful. Wy | 
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BOOKS Printed for Hugh 


Nemmun at the Graſbopper 
in the Poultry, © 
He Hiſtory of Philoſophy, 
containing the Lives, Opi- 
nions, Actions and Diſcour ſes of 


the Philoſophers of every Sect, 


Illuſtrated with the  Eftig:es of 


divers of them, by Thomas Stan- 


icy, Eſq; the Third Edition, to 
which is added the Life of the 
Author, never before Publiſhed. 


£0110, 


The whole Works of the Re- 
verend Mr. John Flavel, late Mi- 
niſter at Dartmouth in Devon, in 
Two Volumes. Vol, I. Con- 
taining, -The Life of Mr. Flauel. 


The Fountain of Life opened > 


or, A Diſplay of Corift in his 
Eſlential and Mediatorial Glory. 
The Method of Grace in bring- 

ing 
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Books Printed tor H. Newman. 
ing home the Eternal Redempti- 


on. A Treatiſe of the Sovl of 


Man Two Treztiſes, . Of 


Fear. And, 2. Of Evil Days. 


A Difcourſe of Mental Errors. 
Vol, II. Containing, En, land's 
Duty, and Mount Piſgab. The 
Myſtery of Providence ; with 
ſome New Additions. Antipbar- 
macum Saluberrimum. Tidings 


from Nome; or, Fngland's A la- 


rum. Husbandry Spiritualized. 


Navigation Spiritualized. The 


eaman's Compaſs. A Saint In- 
deed. The Touckſtone of Sin- 
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cerity. A Token tor Mourners. 


An Offer of Help to Sufferinę 
Saints. The Balm of the Cove- 
nant. An Expoſition of the A- 
flemblies Catechiſm. A Treatiſe 
of Baptiſm. Sacramental Medi- 


tations, The Reaſonableneſs of 


Perional Reformation. His Re- 
mains. A Table or Scheme of 
the Sins and Duties of Behevers: 

To 
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Books Printed for H.Newmas. 
To which are added, Alphabeti- 
cal Tables and Indexes of Texts 
of Seripture Explained, in the 
whole. Now Firft Collected to- 
gether. Fol. | | 
Contemplations of the State of 
Man in this Life and in that 
which is to come: By Feremy 
Taylor, late Lord Biſhop ot Down 
and Connor. Octavo. 
Effigies Amoris in Engliſh; or, 
che Pidure of Love Unveil. 1 2e5. 
A New Theory of Continaal 
Fevers: Wherein, belides the 
Appearances of ſuch Fevers, and 
the method, of their Cure; oc- 
calioaally , the ſtructure of the 
Glands, and the manner of Sec re- 
tion, the Operation of Purg ative, 
Vomitide, and Hercurial Medi- 
cines, are Mechanically explain d. 
1205, ; 
An Explicatory Catechiſm; or, 
an Ex planation of the Aſſemblies 
Shorter Catechiſm. Wherein all 
| the 
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| Books Printed for H. Newman. . 
tf the Anſwers in the Aſſemblies © 
Catechiſm are taken abroad in 


13 U nder-Queltions and Anſwers, 

ts the Truths explained, and proved 
by Realon and Scripture : H ſeveral 
Caſes of Conſcience Reſolved; 
ſome chief Controverſies in Reli. 
gion ſtated, with Arguments a- 
gainſt divers Errors : Uſeful to 


be read in Private Families, after 

Examination in the Catechiſm it 

© Joifs boy che more clear and | 

= thorough underſtand of what is 

= therein Learned. By Thomas | 

= Vincent, ſometimes Miniſter of | 

= - Maudlin Milk-Street in London. 1 25 ; 

= Advice to a Phyſician: Con- 

= taining Particular Directions Re= {| 

= lating ' to the Cure of moſt Diſea- } 

= ſes: with Reflections on the Na- | 

= ture and uſes of the moſt Cele 

. braced Remedies. 4 
| Oeconomia Corports Auimalis. 
AJutore Gulielmo Cockburn, Collegi: 


$ Medic. Lond. Lord. Perm, Kc. 
os | Fl N J. S 
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